IS    POLAND    LOST?

petrol rationing, while Members of all Parties
in the House of Commons were able to agree
that Britain possessed the best civil defence
system in Europe. The Franco-British negotiations
with Russia were still proceeding and had reached
a stage where the official Russian Tass Agency
was able to say that the only difficulty in the way
of agreement with Britain and France was that of
ensuring that *no loophole should be left in the
formula "indirect aggression" for aggressors
making an attempt on the independence of the
Baltic States', Also, M Molotoff, the Soviet Prime
Minister and Foreign Commissar, had already
made the suggestion that staff talks with Britain
and France should be followed by military
agreement.

Meanwhile, Europe was kept guessing as to
what Italy would do in case of war between
Germany on the one hand and Poland and the
Western Democracies on the other. The Italian
Army was manoeuvring in Lombardy* To demon-
strate the mobility of the Italian forces, 50,000
men were carried mechanically to their objective
and threw a 6oo-foot pontoon across the Ticino
river on the way. Germany, in turn, was preparing
for the coming conflict. In Moravia and Slovakia
the Nazis were fortifying the Polish frontier,
erecting twelve-feet-high barbed-wire entangle-
ments and arming the so-called customs houses,
which were actually machine-gun posts.

At the beginning of August the Danzig situation
seemed slightly easier, the Senate having with-
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